sufficient record of some good and much evil about
none of which events is there space to write here, and
about all of which books about Poland have much
to say.

Here let me speak rather about the man himself
and his court and some of those things in his reign
which are today pleasant memories and of interest to
visitors to Poland, asking that he be judged as charit-
ably as possible, for he wa.s in himself essentially a
charming and lovable man, cultured, enlightened,
progressive; but he lived in an evil day in Europe,
and he was in a most difficult position, helpless be-
tween the powerful autocracies of Russia, Prussia and
Austria, opposed by strong and corrupt forces within
his own kingdom, and supported by forces of reform
pitifully few and weak during the period of their
greatest need, though happily both more numerous
and effective after the setting in of the Reform Move-
ment which followed as a reaction to the first partition
.and centreing somewhat in the personnel of the Edu-
cational Commission and in the constructive work of
the Four Years' Diet.

The man, then. One finds him, apart from his
weakness, which is after all understandable, an attract-
ive figure. The abundant accounts' of Stanislaw are
full of such phrases in praise of him as c keen intellect;
broad culture; charming personality;' refined taste;
good breeding; agreeable and well-informed about
-everything; graceful and engaging manners; fascinat-
ing ways; distinguished; a finished gentleman; temper-